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Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi
Adopted Zoning Ordinance

ORDINANCE NO. 618-08-2017
Zoning Ordinance of the City of Bay St. Louis

An Ordinance Regulating the Use and Restricting the Height, Bulk, Number of Stories and
Size of Buildings and Other Structures, the Percentage of Lot that Maybe Occupied, the Size
of Yards, Courts, and Other Open Spaces, and Land for Trade, Industry, Residence and Other
Purposes, Creating Districts for Said Purposes and Establishing the Boundaries Thereof,
Defining Certain Terms used Herein; Providing for the Method of Administration and
Amendment; Providing Penalties for Violation; Repealing Conflicting Ordinances, and for
Other Purposes.

Be it ordained by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Bay St. Louis, Mississippi:
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ARTICLE I
PREAMBLE AND ENACTMENT CLAUSE

In pursuance of the authority conferred by the Mississippi Code of 1942, inclusive as amended,
and for the purposes of promoting health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the municipality
lessening congestion in the streets; light and air; preventing the overcrowding of land; avoiding
undue concentration of population; conserving the value of land and building; and facilitating the
adequate provision of transportation, water, sewerage, schools, parks, and other public
requirements in accordance with a comprehensive plan, the MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF BAY ST. LOUIS, MISSISSIPPI, HEREBY ORDAIN AND ENACT INTO
LAW THE FOLLOWING ARTICLES AND SECTIONS:
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ARTICLE 11
SHORT TITLE

This ordinance shall be known and may be cited as “The Zoning Ordinance of the City of Bay
St. Louis, Mississippi.”
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ARTICLE III
INTERPRETATIONS AND DEFINITIONS
OF TERMS IN THIS ORDINANCE

SECTION 301: INTERPRETATIONS OF THE TERMS OF THIS
ORDINANCE

For the purpose of interpreting this Zoning Ordinance, certain words or terms used herein shall
be defined as follows:

Words used in the present tense include the future tense.

Words used in the singular number include the plural, and words used in the plural
include the singular.

The word “building” includes the word “structure.”
The word “shall” is always mandatory, not merely directory.

The word “used’” or “occupied’” as applies to any land or buildings shall be construed to
include the words “intended’”, “arranged”, or “designed to be used”, or “occupied”.

SECTION 302: DEFINITIONS OF THE TERMS OF THIS ORDINANCE
Except where specifically defined herein, all words used in this Zoning Ordinance shall carry
their customary meaning.

302.1 ABANDONMENT: The discontinuance of a non-conforming use or structure,
voluntarily for a period of twelve (12) months with intent to abandon.

302.2 ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE: A motor vehicle that is in a state of
disrepair and incapable of moving under its own power and/or that does not bear a
current license plate and a current state inspection sticker.

302.3 ABUTTING: Sharing a border with another property.

302.4 ACCESSORY DETACHED DWELLING UNIT: A dwelling unit that is
accessory, supplementary and secondary to the principal dwelling. An accessory
dwelling unit is detached from the principal dwelling, but may be a garage apartment if
the garage is detached from the principal dwelling. An accessory dwelling unit may be
placed on a legal recorded parcel of land of 15,000 square feet in size or larger.

302.5 ACCESSORY USE OR STRUCTURE; A use or structure on the same lot with,
and of a nature customarily incidental and subordinate to, the principal use of a structure.

302.6 ADJACENT: Having a common border.
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302.7 ADJOIN: To be in contact with another property.

302.8 ALLEY: A minor right-of-way, dedicated to the public use, which gives a
secondary means of vehicular access to the back or side of properties otherwise abutting a
street.

302.9 ASSISTED LIVING SERVICES: A non-institutionalized facility in which
people that are not able to live on their own, but do not yet need the level of continuous
nursing care that a nursing home offers.

302.10 AUTOMOBILE SERVICE STATION: A building, or portion thereof, other
than a private or storage garage, designed or used for servicing, repair, equipping, hiring,
selling, or storing motor-driven vehicles.

302.11 BED AND BREAKFAST: A building or portion thereof, formerly a single-
family dwelling unit, where an owner-operator is paid for lodging in a limited number of
guest bedrooms, for specific time periods, with meals provided only to registered guests.
This definition does not include hotels, restaurants, cafes, or any other activities that
involve sales or services to non-registered guests.

302.12 BILLBOARD: See “Sign: Billboard / Outdoor Advertising / Off Premise”

302.13 BOARDING OR ROOMING HOUSE: A building other than a hotel, where
for compensation and by prearrangement for a definite period of time, meals or
meals and lodging, are provided.

302.14 BUFFER AREA: An area set aside to remain vacant or to be planted and
landscaped to reduce the blighting effect of multi-family, commercial or industrial uses
on adjacent residential property.

302.15 BUILDABLE WIDTH: Width of the building site left after the required yards
have been provided.

302.16 BUILDING: Any structure having a roof and intended for shelter, housing or
enclosure of persons, animals, or chattel.

302.17 BUILDING AREA OF A LOT: The portion of a lot bounded by the required
rear and side yards and the building setback line, and the portion of the lot upon which a
structure may be placed.

302.18 BUILDING, HEIGHT OF: The vertical dimension measured from the average
elevation of the finished lot grade at the front of the building to the highest point of the
ceiling of the top story in the case of a flat roof; to the deck line of a mansard roof; and to
the average height between plate and ridge of a gable, hip or gambrel roof.



Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi
Adopted Zoning Ordinance

302.19 BUILDING OFFICIAL: The individual, or his designee, designated by the
Mayor of the City of Bay St. Louis to administer and enforce the regulations of this
Ordinance.

302.20 BUILDING PERMIT: A certificate issued by the City of Bay St. Louis
permitting the construction, erection, or placement of a dwelling unit upon a lot of record
or any other building or structure constructed for the support, enclosure, shelter or
protection of a person or persons, animals, chattels or property of any kind.

302.21 BUILDING, PRINCIPAL: A building in which is conducted the main principal
use of the lot on which said building is situated.

302.22 BUILDING SETBACK LINE: The minimum distance, as prescribed by this
Ordinance, between the property line of a lot or a parcel of land and any point on a
building structure related thereto, exclusive of those architectural features permitted to
extend there into.

302.23 BULLETIN BOARDS: Display announcements of meetings to be held on the
premises on which the boards are located, not to exceed twelve (12) feet in area.

302.24 CARPORT: Space for housing or storage of motor vehicles and enclosed on not
more than two sides by walls.

302.25 CASINO: A room or rooms in which legal gaming is conducted.

302.26 CENTER LINE OF STREET: The line surveyed and monumental by the
governing body shall be the center line of the street, or if such center line has not been
surveyed, it shall be that line running midway between the outside curbs or ditches of
such street.

302.27 CENTER LINE OF WATERWAY: The centerline of the waterway refers to
existing topographically defined channels. If not readily discernable, the centerline
should be determined by the “low flow line” whenever possible; otherwise, it shall be
determined by the centerline of the two-year flood.

302.28 CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY: A certificate issued by the City indicating
that the premises comply with all the provisions of the zoning ordinance and the building
code.

302.29 CHILD CARE FACILITY: A place which provides shelter and personal care
on a regular basis for six (6) or more children who are not related within the third degree
computed according to civil law to the operator, for four or more hours of any part of a
twenty-four hour day, whether such place be organized or operated for profit or not. The
term “child care center” includes day care center, child care facility, kindergarten,
nurseries or any other facility that falls within the scope of the definitions set forth above,
regardless of auspices.
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302.30 CHURCH: Any place of worship, including any church, synagogue, temple,
mosque, or other building or facility, primarily engaged in religious worship. The term
“church” may include uses, such as schools, day care or child care facilities,
kindergartens, dormitories, or other facilities, for temporary or permanence residences
which are connected or related to the church of principal buildings on site, or are located
on the same site, even if curriculum or services offered as part of such use do not include
religious services or training.

302.31 CLUSTER DEVELOPMENT: A residential development technique that
concentrates buildings in specific areas of a site and allows the remaining portions to be
retained as open space. In Bay St. Louis at least 30% of the site shall be left as open
space in a cluster development.

302.32 CONDOMINIUM: A form of ownership of property under which units of
improvement are subject to ownership by different owners and there is appurtenant to
each in it as part thereof an undivided share in the common areas.

302.33 CONFORMING USE: Any lawful use of a building or lot which complies with
the provisions of this Ordinance.

302.34 CONTIGUOUS: Lots which abut are adjacent or otherwise touch each other at
more than one point along a common boundary.

302.35 CONVENIENCE STORE: A small commercial operation that offers for sale a
limited line of groceries and household goods intended for the convenience of the
neighborhood. Store may allow the sale of gasoline but shall not include automobile
service stations or repairs.

302.36 COUNTY HEALTH OFFICER: The agency and person designated by
Hancock County to administer the health regulations of Hancock County and the State of
Mississippi.

302.37 CUL-DE-SAC (Court): Short streets having one end open to traffic and being
permanently terminated by a vehicle turn-around.

302.38 DEAD END STREET: Any local street, other than a cul-de-sac, which has only
one outlet.

302.39 DEVELOPER: Any person, entity or applicant engaged in developing or
improving a lot or group of lots or structures thereon for use or occupancy.

302.40 DEVELOPMENT: The act of building structures or installing site
improvements.
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302.41 DEVELOPMENT PLAN: A proposal for development approval including such
drawings, documents, and other information necessary to illustrate completely the
proposed development; shall specifically include such information as required for Site
Plan Review referenced in this Ordinance in Article XI, Site Plan Review.

302.42 DISTRICT: A section or sections of Bay St. Louis for which the regulations of
governing the use or buildings and premises or the height and area of buildings are
uniform as referenced in this Ordinance. (For example, R-1)

302.43 DOCKSIDE GAMING ESTABLISHMENT: Any premises wherein or
whereon gaming is allowed pursuant to §75-75-1 et seq. MS. Code 1972 Annotated.

302.44 DRAINAGE SYSTEM: All streets, gutters, inlets, swales, storm sewers,
channels, streams, or other pathways, either naturally occurring or man-made, which
carry and convey storm water during rainfall events.

302.45 DRIVE- THROUGH USE: An establishment that by design, physical facility,
service, or packaging procedures encourages or permits customers to receive services, to
obtain goods, or to be entertained while remaining in their motor vehicles.

302.46 DWELLING: One or more rooms providing complete living facilities for one
family, including kitchen facilities or equipment for cooking or provisions for the same,
and includes a room or multiple rooms for living, sleeping, bathing and eating; also
known as a “dwelling unit”.

302.47 DWELLING UNIT, MULTI-FAMILY: A detached or semi-detached building
or portion thereof used or designed and intended as a residence of three (3) or more
families living independently of each other, including apartment houses, apartment
hotels, apartment, co-operatives, bungalow courts, flats, group houses, and
condominiums.

302.48 DWELLING UNIT, SINGLE-FAMILY: A detached house or building
designed and intended for or occupied exclusively by one (1) family and having no party
wall or walls in common with an adjacent house or houses, building or buildings.

302.49 DWELLING UNIT, TWO-FAMILY: A building designed and intended for or
occupied exclusively by two (2) families living independently of each other.

302.50 EASEMENT: A grant by the property owner to the public, a corporation or
persons of the use of a strip of property for specific reasons.

302.51 ERECT: To construct, build, raise, assemble, place, attach, create, paint, draw, or
in any other way bring into being or establish a building, sign, or other use or activity. For
signs there is a provision for changing of advertising messages in off-premises outdoor
advertising signs that does not constitute the erection of a new sign.
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302.52 FABRICATION: The manufacturing, excluding the refining or other initial
processing of basic raw materials, such as metal, ores, lumber, or rubber; relates to
assembling, stamping, cutting, or otherwise shaping the processed materials into useful
objects.

302.53 FAMILY: One or more persons occupying a dwelling and living as a single
housekeeping unit.

302.54 FARM: Any parcel of land which is used for the raising of agricultural products,
livestock, poultry and dairy products. It includes necessary farm structures within the
prescribed limits and the storage of equipment used. It excludes the riding academies,
livery or boarding stables and dog kennels.

302.55 FENCE: A vertical structure having no connection to a roof, typically used to
enclose an area, mark a boundary, control access, provide a visual barrier, or form a
decorative element in landscaping or architecture. This shall include wire mesh, steel
mesh, chain link, louvers, stakes, wood, masonry, concrete, wrought iron, stone, split rails,
boards, and similar construction materials.

302.56 FINAL PLAT: A map of land subdivision prepared in a form suitable for filing
of record with any necessary affidavits, dedications and acceptances, and with complete
bearing and dimensions of all lines defining boundaries, lots and blocks, streets, alleys,
public areas and other dimensions of land.

302.57 FLEA MARKET: Market held in an open area or structure where groups of
individual sellers offer goods for sale to the public.

302.58 FLOOR AREA: The sum of the gross area of all floors of a building exclusive
of all porches, balconies, or garages. Such floor area shall not include floors used for
parking in the same structure.

302.59 FRONTAGE: That distance where a property line is common with a street right-
of-way line.

302.60 GAMING: Pursuant to §75-75-1 et seq. MS. Code 1972 Annotated, to risk, bet,
wager, or gamble money or property on the outcome of a game, event, or uncertain
situation.

302.61 GARAGE, PRIVATE: An accessory structure or portion of a main building
used for vehicular storage. The term includes carport.

302.62 GARAGE APARTMENT: A dwelling unit erected above a detached private
garage.

302.63 GRADE, FINISHED: The completed surface of lawns, walks, and roads,
brought to grades as shown on official plans or designs relating thereto.

9
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302.64 HARBOR: (See Marina)

302.65 HOME OCCUPATION: Any use conducted entirely within a dwelling and
carried on by the inhabitants thereof, which use is clearly incidental and secondary to the
use of the dwelling for residence purposes and does not change the character thereof or
adversely affect the uses permitted in the residential district of which it is a part, which
creates no additional traffic, requires no additional parking space, where only one other
person is employed other than the residents, no electrical or mechanical equipment is
used other than that necessary for domestic purposes, and where there is no indoor or
outdoor storage of materials, equipment and/or supplies.

302.66 HOSPITAL: A building or portion thereof used for the treatment of the sick,
injured or infirm persons and licensed by the State of Mississippi.

302.67 HOTEL: Any building or portion thereof containing living units to be used for
transients but not including motels, mobile home parks, dormitories, fraternities,
sororities, boarding houses or rooming houses. A hotel is a business use rather than a
residential use.

302.68 HOUSEHOLD SERVICES: Services required building or maintaining a
structure. These include such as services as carpentry, electrical services and plumbing.

302.69 INDUSTRY: The processing of products or raw materials. The definitions of
the industrial districts are as followed:

I-1 Limited Industrial District: Those industries whose processing operations result in
none of the above conditions and are conducted wholly within a building.

I-2 Planned Industrial District: Those industries whose processing operations result in
the outdoor storage or processing of materials or products, the emission of any
atmospheric pollution, visible light flashes or glare, odors, or noise or vibration which
may be heard or felt off the premises, or those industries which constitute a fire or
explosion hazard.

302.70 JUNKYARDS: Any outdoor area where there is the accumulation of debris,
junk or trash, or the compiling of items of secondary use or the accumulation of
inoperative equipment and/ or the ~ accumulation of three or more inoperable vehicles.

302.71 KENNEL: The keeping or housing of more than six (6) dogs or other animals
that are more than six (6) months old.

302.72 LANDSCAPE MATERIALS: Plants including, but not limited to, trees, shrubs,
ground covers, grass, flowers and native plant materials, and also including, but not
limited to, inorganic features such as planters, stone, brick and aggregate forms, water
and other landscape elements.

10
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302.73 LANDSCAPED AREA: The portion of land within the boundaries of a given lot
which is devoted to and consists of plant material including but not limited to trees,
shrubs, ground covers, grass, flowers and native plant materials, and also including, but
not limited to, inorganic features such as planters, stone, brick and aggregate forms, water
and other landscape elements; provided, however, that the use of such inorganic materials
shall not predominate over the use of organic plant material. Artificial plants are not
considered landscape material.

302.74 LOADING AREA (Loading Space): An off-street space or berth on the same
lot with a building or contiguous to a group of buildings for the temporary parking of
commercial vehicle while  loading and unloading merchandise or materials and which
abuts on a street, alley or other appropriate means of access.

302.75 LOCAL STREET (Minor Street): A street designed primarily to provide access
to abutting properties.

302.76 LOT: A parcel of land which is or may be occupied by a building, its accessory
structures and uses customarily incident thereto, together with such yards or open spaces
within the lot lines as may be required by this regulation, and fronting upon a public
dedicated street.

302.77 LOT AREA: The total horizontal areas included within the lot lines.

302.78 LOT, CORNER: A lot located at the intersection of and abutting on two (2) or
more streets.

302.79 LOT DEPTH: The average distance from the front property line to the rear lot
line, measured along the side lines of the lot.

302.80 LOT, DOUBLE FRONTAGE: A lot which runs through a block from street to
street, and has two opposite sides abutting two or more streets.

302.81 LOT, INTERIOR: A lot with only one frontage of a public or private street.

302.82 LOT FRONTAGE: That measurement of a lot abutting a public street,
measured along the street right-of-way line from side lot to side lot line.

302.83 LOT LINES: The lines bounding a lot as defined herein.

302.84 LOT LINES, FRONT: In case of an interior lot, the line separating said lot from
the street. In the case of a corner or double frontage lot, the line separating said lot from
both streets.

302.85 LOT LINES, REAR: The lot boundary line opposite and most distant from the
front lot line. In the case of a point or irregular lot, it shall be an imaginary line parallel
to and farthest from the front lot line.
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